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of careless driving almost doubled. Convictions for obstruction
also increased between 1931 and 1936, both in the city and county,
and the fines imposed tended to become more equal, the average
falling in the city from 34^. yd. to 14^. 9^., and rising in the county
from -JS. 6d. to 15^. zd. These movements may indicate deliberate
policy on the part of the authorities in the two areas in the period
reviewed. Considering the penalties inflicted it would appear that
there has been considerable stiffening of the attitude of the courts
to motoring offences, which they now tend to punish by endorse-
ment or suspension of licences in addition to fines.1
The juvenile courts have been too recently established for their
returns to be of value in showing any trends that may exist in juvenile
crime. Table E i,2 therefore, merely gives the cases dealt with by
the courts during the twelve months ending September 3oth, 1936,
with the method of disposal. While this will not permit of any com-
parison's being made between different times it may suggest differ-
ences in different parts of the Area, although it must be remembered
that only a limited period is being considered and that both condi-
tions in the Area and the policies of the various courts may have since
changed. Nor can the table give precise indication of the severity of
the various offences.
Of the total of 81 children and young persons of both sexes
brought before the courts during the year, 28 came from Oxford,
39 from the four petty sessional divisions, and 14 from Abingdon.
Assuming that the proportion of persons under 17 to the total
population is the same in each of these areas, we may express the above
figures respectively as 3-5, 8-9, and 7 per 10,000 of the population.
It would not be entirely legitimate to infer from this that, as com-
pared with Oxford City, juvenile offenders are proportionately twice
as common in Abingdon, and two and a half times in the county,
since the proportion of relatively trivial offences is clearly larger in
the county, while the method of disposing of the Abingdpn cases
may be evidence that these cases, too, were of a less serious order.
The maj ority of juveniles brought before the court were charged with
larceny, 47 out of the 81 being so charged, the total of charges (54)
indicating that some were charged with more than one offence. In
1	As the figures in the tables are those of fines and costs combined, it is not possible
to say -whether fines imposed have on the average risen or fallen, except in cases of
obstruction where the question of costs seldom arises. We may note, for what it is
worth, that the average total money cost to a person convicted of an offence against the
speed limit in the city and county fell from 4.6s. to 22j. and from 33^. -id. to iBs io£^.
respectively, but rose in Abingdon from 28^. 2d. to 30^. between 1931 and 1936.
2	Sec Appendix VITL

